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. . . then under an orange sky 
the hills had new places, and wind wielded 
Blade — light, luminous black and emerald,  
Flexing like the lens of a mad eye.

— from “Wind” by Ted Hughes

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Going to and from niente: this marking indicates more the touch than the result. Once you 
reach the floor at which no quieter attack is physically possible, keep tapping the levers until the 
d ynamic grows above that floor again. In this process, there will likely be some rhythmic ragged-
ness and surprise notes — I want that, even as you do your best to be accurate.

Tempo changes end faster or slower than the tempo that follows them, unless otherwise indicated 
(e.g., “poco rit. al”). Even though they both mean “get faster,” feel string. as a tightening and accel. 
as a loosening.
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