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Inc. Arrangement copyright © 2025 Joseph Sowa (ASCAP). All Rights Reserved. 
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December 1, 2025.)
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Email: inquiries@josephsowa.com
Website: www.josephsowa.com

INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Bassoons

3 Clarinets in B-Sat
Bass Clarinet
Contra Alto Clarinet (= Contrabass Clarinet)

2 Alto Saxophones
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone

3 Trumpets in C
4 Horns in F
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba

Double Bass

Piano
Harp

Timpani

Percussion (5 players):

Redeemer of Israel
I: Vibraphone, Tambourine
II: Suspended Cymbal, Splash Cymbal, Wood Blocks (2)
III: Marimba, Snare Drum
IV: Drum Kit (Hi-hat, Snare Drum, Kick Drum)
V: Glockenspiel, Triangle, Bass Drum

Our Savior’s Love
I: Vibraphone
II: Suspended Cymbal
III: Crotales, Marimba
IV: Snare Drum, Bass Drum
V: Glockenspiel, Triangle

A Poor Wayfaring Man of Grief
I: Vibraphone, Tambourine
II: Crotales, Glockenspiel, Marimba, Triangle
III: Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbals
IV: Snare Drum
V: Bass Drum



Movements

1. Redeemer of Israel
2. Our Savior’s Love

3. A Poor Wayfaring Man of Grief



PROGRAM NOTES

O5en when people talk about the hymns of the Church of Jesus Christ of LaJer-day 
Saints, they focus on the lyrics of the hymns. Sis sentiment makes sense. Words 
convey explicit meaning; music does not.

But my love of the hymns has always been music wrst, words second. Sough the 
lyrics of many hymns contain powerful declarations of doctrine and belief, words on 
their own speak only to the mind. It’s the music that speaks directly to your body 
and thus provides a catalyst for the lyrics to enter your soul.

Ever since I was a young child, I loved what singing the hymns felt like in my body. 
Sose sensations added a dimension beyond what speaking the words or listening to 
the music could convey. 

Sis suite of hymn arrangements for concert band seeks to capture that “dimension 
beyond” for three beloved hymns: “Redeemer of Israel,” “Our Savior’s Love,” and “A 
Poor Wayfaring Man of Grief.” 

“Redeemer of Israel” dances because it over(ows with joy.

“Our Savior’s Love” bends and (ows because it submits in humility and awe to a 
Power and Wisdom greater than itself.

“A Poor Wayfaring Man of Grie)” peals out with fanfares because the care we give to 
others reveals not only the love and mercy Christ showers on us, but also the image 
of Christ imprinted in every living soul.

Sough these hymn arrangements will never be performed in a sacrament meeting 
(good luck wJing a concert band in a chapel’s choir seats), it’s my hope that listeners 
will feel in their bodies—and wnd inspiration from—their reverence, worship, and 
faith.

My sincere thanks to Dr. Shawn Smith and the Brigham Young University Wind 
Symphony for commissioning these arrangements.

 Joseph Sowa
 Boston, MassachuseJs
 June 2025
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Sus.	Cym.

Tri.

2.

1.

a	2

2.

1.

Piccolo

1

2
Flute

1

2
Oboe

English	Horn

1

2
Bassoon

1

2
Clarinet	in	B♭

Clarinet	in	B♭	3

Bass	Clarinet
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