
J O S E P H S O W A

WINDHAM MUSIC PRESS

for orchestra

FANTASY ON AN 
IRISH TUNE





FANTASY ON AN 
IRISH TUNE

for orchestra

2024

WINDHAM MUSIC PRESS

J O S E P H S O W A



Copyright © 2024 Joseph Sowa (ASCAP)
All Rights Reserved

To buy Windham Music Press publications or to find out more
about the music of Joseph Sowa, please contact:

Email: inquiries@josephsowa.com
Website: www.josephsowa.com

INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes (2 = English Horn)
2 Clarinets in B-flat
2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in C
2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
Percussion (5 players):

I: Glockenspiel, Vibraslap, Crash Cymbals
II: Xylophone, Tam-tam, Crotales
III: Vibraphone, Tambourine, Triangle
IV: 3 Tom-toms (8”, 10”, 12”), 2 Suspended Cymbals (16”, 22”)
V: Bass Drum, Snare Drum

Harp
Piano

Strings

PROGRAM NOTE
The Cliffs of Moher rise almost 400 feet (~120 meters) above Ireland’s western Atlantic coast. The 
traditional jig of the same name resembles those cliffs in how it cascades from prominent high opening 
notes. As with all traditional tunes, “The Cliffs of Moher” exists in many variations.

I encountered both the cliffs and the tune in the summer of 2024. As my parents and I hiked for miles 
along the cliff’s edge, the cliffs remained constant, yet each new bend revealed a fresh perspective. My 
piece “Fantasy on an Irish Tune” reflects that experience. 

It takes “The Cliffs of Moher” as its basis and follows in the Irish tradition where stories grow and change 
in the telling while remaining recognizably themselves. Rather than presenting the tune straight 
through, the piece weaves together fragments and phrases from different versions of the melody—
sometimes layering them, sometimes letting them echo and answer each other.  

Just as a skilled seanchaí might spin a single tale in many ways to suit the moment, this piece unfolds 
through such transformations of the melody. Each new context illuminates different aspects of its 
character, much as changing light and weather reshape our experience of a landscape. These moments 
flow into one another, creating a musical narrative that reflects how tradition keeps things alive by 
allowing them to change.

“Fantasy on an Irish Tune” was commissioned by the Barlow Endowment for Music Composition 
at Brigham Young University and the American Composers Orchestra, with support from the 
Steven R. Gerber Trust.

Duration: ca. 7 minutes
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