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more about the music of Joseph Sowa, please contact:

Email: inquiries@josephsowa.com
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INSTRUMENTATION
Saxophone choir, consisting of a minimum of:

2 Soprano Saxophones
5 Alto Saxophones
4 Tenor Saxophones
2 Baritone Saxophones

Difficulty: Grade 5
Duration: 13 minutes

PROGRAM NOTE
The legendary bird that rises from its own ashes, the phoenix is a symbol of rebirth and renewal. Each 
movement of this eponymous piece for saxophone choir represents part of that cycle. The first 
movement, “Feverish,” begins with delusions of grandeur that become increasingly bizarre until the 
music self-combusts. The second movement, “Ashen,” plaintively mourns its humble state and yearns 
for transcendence. The third movement, “Ascendant,” rises from these ashes to become again confident 
and resplendent. 
Phoenix was commissioned by David Mobley and the Round Rock High School Saxophone Choir (TX) 
for the 77th Annual Midwest Clinic.
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