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instrumentation

Flute (= Piccolo)
Oboe (= English Horn)
Clarinet in B-flat (= Bass Clarinet in B-flat)
Bassoon

Horn in F
Trumpet in C
Tenor Trombone (with F attachment)

Percussion
 2 Timpani (25” and 28”)
 4 Tom-toms (Tom-t.), Bass Drum (B.D.)
 Suspended Cymbal (Sus. Cym.), Splash Cymbal (Splash)
 Temple Blocks (T. Bks.), Triangle (Tri.), Cowbell (C-bell), Vibraslap (Vsp.)
 Vibraphone (Vib.), Glockenspiel (Glock.)
Piano

2 Violins
Viola
Cello
Double Bass

ProGram note

“My Design in this Book is not to explain the Properties of Light by Hypotheses, but to 
propose and prove them by Reason and Experiments.” — Sir Isaac Newton

From gloom to glory, glint to glare, glaze to gloss, the English language has about 25 
words beginning with “gl-” that have to do with light. Light is not all that interesting 
in itself. These questions captivate: From where does this light come? On what does it 
shine? How? To such, the “gl-” words offer more than two dozen clues.

Duration: c. 25 minutes
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PerFormanCe notes

General
ъ�Accidentals (in their octave only) hold through the bar but may be repeated for ease of reading
ъ�Glissandi start at the rhythmic position of the notehead to which they are tied, not the initial attack 

of a pitch (unless the glissando line is attached to that initial notehead).

Flute

   Key click
  
   Pizzicato (lip or tongue) to F#5; Sputato/“spit tongue” above. Abbr. “pizz.”
  
   Bisbigliando (timbral trill)

Clarinet

   Slap tongue with sustain.

Percussion

T. 

Bks.
Cwb

Vsp.

Tom
-T

.

B.D.

Sus
Cym

Sz
Cym

Spl.
Cym

Timp.

Vib.

Glock.
Tri

ъ�All sustaining percussion sounds not marked with l.v. ties should be dampened immediately
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I. Glimmer
II. A Resounding Gleam
III. A Penetrating Glint

IV. A Searing Gloss
V. Glisten

VI. A Profound Gloaming
VII. A Sea of Fire and Glass
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Glock.

Vib. Tom.-t.

To	B	Cl.

flz.

harmon	mute,	stem	in

pizz. col	legno	battuto

pizz. col	legno	battuto

pizz. col	legno	battuto

pizz. col	legno	battuto

harmon	mute,	stem	removed

T.	Bks.
med.	rubber	mallets

Tom.-t.

brass	mallet

arco
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